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THE ULTIMATE
AFRICAN
SAFARI GUIDE
The African continent is renowned for its
breathtaking landscapes and diverse wildlife. For
those seeking the ultimate safari experience,
several countries offer exceptional opportunities.
This guide highlights the best safari locations that
are safe, have well-developed parks for tourism, and
provide the best chances to see the animals you are
seeking.

The Big Five Safari

Our top pick for spotting the Big Five is Tanzania's
Serengeti National Park and the Ngorongoro Crater, both
UNESCO World Heritage sites.

Serengeti National Park: Renowned for the Great Migration
where millions of wildebeest and zebras traverse the plains,
attracting predators like lions, leopards, and cheetahs. 

Tanzania

Top Safari Destinations

The park’s diverse ecosystems, from grassy savannas to riverine forests, support a rich
variety of wildlife including elephants, lions, rhinoceroses, and buffalos. Leopards are often
spotted lounging in acacia trees, while rhinoceroses frequent the park’s northern reaches.
The Serengeti-Mara ecosystem allows seamless cross-border safaris into Kenya’s Maasai
Mara, enhancing the safari experience.
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Botswana’s Chobe National Park and the Okavango Delta
are exceptional for Big Five sightings and offer a more
exclusive wildlife experience compared to busier safari
destinations.

Chobe National Park: Famous for its large elephant
populations, especially along the Chobe River. Boat safaris
provide a unique perspective on these gentle giants as
they bathe and play in the water.

Okavango Delta: A UNESCO World Heritage site, this vast
inland delta features seasonal flooding that creates a rich
habitat for a variety of wildlife, including the elusive
leopard and the rare black rhinoceros. Exploring the
delta’s maze of waterways by traditional mokoro (dugout
canoe) offers an intimate and tranquil safari experience.
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Ngorongoro Crater: A premier destination for witnessing the Big Five in a uniquely
concentrated environment. This world's largest inactive volcanic caldera features a lush floor
where lions, elephants, buffaloes, leopards, and the critically endangered black rhinoceros
thrive. The crater's steep walls create a natural enclosure, ensuring unparalleled game viewing
and almost guaranteed sightings of these iconic animals. The combination of stunning
landscapes and rich biodiversity makes a safari in the Ngorongoro Crater an unforgettable
experience.

South Africa’s Kruger National Park is also known as one
of the best places to see the Big Five. Kruger spans nearly
7,700 square miles, offering a vast wilderness teeming
with wildlife. Visitors can embark on guided game drives,
self-drive safaris, or walking tours to encounter these
magnificent creatures in their natural habitat. The park’s
well-developed infrastructure, including numerous lodges
and campsites, makes it accessible for both luxury
travelers and budget-conscious adventurers.

South Africa

Botswana

Primate Safaris 

The best primate safari location for mountain gorillas is in
the Virunga Mountains, spanning Uganda, Rwanda, and
the Democratic Republic of Congo. Uganda stands out for
gorilla trekking, with Bwindi Impenetrable Forest alone
hosting over half of the world’s remaining gorillas.
Trekking through this dense, ancient forest offers a once-
in-a-lifetime experience, providing intimate views of gorilla
families in their natural habitat.
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Mountain Gorillas in Rwanda & Uganda
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Rwanda’s Volcanoes National Park is another excellent site
for encountering these remarkable primates. It offers
exceptional opportunities for gorilla trekking, allowing
close interactions with habituated gorilla groups.
Alongside gorilla encounters, visitors can track golden
monkeys, known for their striking golden-orange fur and
playful demeanor. The lush bamboo forests of Volcanoes
National Park provide an ideal setting for observing these
vibrant primates. Rwanda’s well-organized trekking
experiences, combined with the breathtaking scenery of
the Virunga Mountains, ensure a memorable adventure for
wildlife enthusiasts seeking gorillas, chimpanzees, and
golden monkeys.

Chimpanzees in
Rwanda, Uganda &
Tanzania
In Tanzania, a primate safari offers a unique chance to
encounter chimpanzees and colobus monkeys. Mahale
Mountains National Park, nestled on the shores of Lake
Tanganyika, is among Tanzania's top spots for chimpanzee
trekking. This remote and pristine park hosts one of Africa's
largest populations of wild chimpanzees, providing
opportunities to observe these intelligent creatures in their
natural habitat. The dense forests of Mahale offer a stunning 

backdrop, complemented by beautiful lake views. Another notable destination is Gombe Stream
National Park, famed for Jane Goodall's pioneering chimpanzee research. Here, visitors can
witness complex social behaviors of these primates, following in Goodall's footsteps. Both parks
offer an intimate and immersive primate safari experience, blending wildlife observation with
Tanzania's serene, unspoiled landscapes.

Kibale National Park in Uganda boasts the highest population
density of chimpanzees. This makes it a premier destination
for chimpanzee tracking, set amidst lush tropical rainforests
that provide an ideal habitat for these intelligent primates.
Guided tours in Kibale offer unparalleled opportunities to
observe chimpanzees up close, witnessing their social
dynamics, playful interactions, and complex behaviors. These
treks promise unforgettable wildlife encounters in Uganda's
natural environment.
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Game drive safaris are the
quintessential safari
experience, typically
conducted in a 4x4 vehicle
with a knowledgeable guide.
These safaris allow travelers to
cover large distances and
explore diverse landscapes in
search of wildlife. Game drives
are ideal for those looking to
see a wide range of animals,
including the Big Five—lion,
leopard, elephant, buffalo, and
rhinoceros. Morning and late
afternoon drives are the most
common, as animals are more
active during these cooler
parts of the day.

For those seeking a high-end
experience, luxury safaris
combine wildlife viewing with
premium accommodations,
gourmet dining, and
personalized service. These
safaris often include stays in
upscale lodges or tented
camps that offer modern
amenities, spa treatments,
and private game drives.
Luxury safaris are perfect for
honeymooners, families, or
anyone looking to indulge in
comfort while exploring the
African wilderness.

Designed specifically for
photography enthusiasts,
photographic safaris are led by
professional wildlife
photographers who provide
guidance on capturing the
perfect shot. These safaris
often include specialized
vehicles with modified seating
arrangements to
accommodate camera
equipment and ensure
unobstructed views.
Participants receive
photography tips, making it an
educational experience as well
as an adventure. These safaris
cater to all skill levels, from
amateurs to seasoned
photographers.
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Types of Safaris
African safaris cater to a range of interests, fitness levels, and budgets, offering

various types of experiences tailored to travelers' preferences and needs. 
Here are some of the most popular safari types:

Game Drive SafarisLuxury SafarisPhotographic Safaris

Walking Safaris

For a more intimate and immersive experience, walking safaris allow travelers to explore the
African bush on foot. Led by armed and experienced guides, these safaris offer a unique
perspective on the environment, focusing on smaller details often missed from a vehicle.
Participants learn about tracks, plants, insects, and the ecosystem as a whole, emphasizing
education over spotting big game. Walking safaris range from a few hours to multi-day
adventures, accommodating different levels of interest and fitness. Multi-day safaris often
include overnight stays in remote mobile camps, enhancing the sense of adventure and
immersion with campfires and storytelling under the stars. This combination of physical
activity, educational insights, and natural beauty makes walking safaris a profound way to
experience Africa's wilderness.  Your tour planner will be able to direct you to the best parks
for walking safaris to ensure you have the most enriching experience.
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Boat safaris take advantage of
Africa's many rivers and lakes,
providing a different vantage
point for wildlife viewing.
These safaris are particularly
popular in areas like the
Okavango Delta in Botswana
and the Chobe River in
Namibia. From the water,
travelers can observe animals
coming to drink, hippos and
crocodiles in their natural
habitat, and a variety of bird
species. Boat safaris offer a
serene and often cooler
alternative to land-based
safaris, with the gentle pace of
the water creating a relaxing
experience.

Boat Safaris
For a unique and exhilarating
way to explore the African
wilderness, horseback safaris
offer an extraordinary
adventure. Blending the thrill
of riding with the close wildlife
encounters typical of
traditional safaris, these
journeys create truly
unforgettable experiences.
Whether you are an
experienced rider or a novice,
horseback safaris provide an
immersive and intimate way to
connect with nature. With
options ranging from short
rides to multi-day expeditions
through some of Africa's most
stunning landscapes, a
horseback safari offers a
memorable opportunity to
experience the continent's rich
biodiversity and breathtaking
scenery.

Horseback Safaris
Hot air balloon safaris offer a
breathtaking aerial view of the
African landscape, particularly
during magical sunrise
moments. Available in
locations such as Tanzania's
Serengeti and Kenya's Maasai
Mara, these safaris provide a
unique perspective of the
great migrations and
expansive savannas. Drifting
silently above the plains,
travelers can observe herds of
animals below, gaining a
profound appreciation for the
wilderness' scale and beauty.
The experience typically ends
with a champagne breakfast in
the bush, adding to the
unforgettable adventure.

Hot Air Balloon Safaris
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The Best Time
Of Year To Go

On Safari

Choosing the best time of year to go on a safari largely
depends on the specific experiences you seek and the region
you plan to visit. Generally, the dry season, which varies across
Africa, is considered the prime time for safari. During these
months, water sources become scarce, causing wildlife to
congregate around rivers, lakes, and waterholes, making
animals easier to spot. The clear skies and pleasant
temperatures of the dry season further enhance the safari
experience, making for comfortable and productive game
drives.

“When should I go on Safari?” 
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Dry Season
In East Africa, including Tanzania and Kenya, the dry season
from June to October and the period from late December to
February are ideal for game viewing. The Mara River crossing
is world-renowned as one of the greatest animal spectacles,
occurring from August through early October when the Great
Migration crosses the river in search of greener pastures. For
gorilla trekking in Uganda and Rwanda, the ideal months are
June through September and January and February, as you
want to avoid the muddy trails that make hiking difficult
during the rainy season.

In Southern Africa, including South Africa, Botswana, and
Namibia, the dry season typically runs from May to October.
During these cooler months, sparse vegetation and
diminished water sources create perfect conditions for
spotting a variety of wildlife, including the Big Five. Parks like
Kruger National Park and Chobe National Park are particularly
rewarding during this time, as large herds of elephants,
buffaloes, and other animals gather near water sources.
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Green Season or Wet Season
The green season also has its unique advantages. In East Africa, the short rains from November
to December and the long rains from March to May transform the landscape into lush, green
scenery. This period is excellent for bird watching, as migratory species arrive, and the scenery
becomes stunningly vibrant. Additionally, fewer tourists mean less crowded parks and often
more intimate wildlife encounters. This is the ideal time to see newborn wildebeest and zebras
in the Serengeti.

In Southern Africa, the wet season—from November to April—brings newborn animals,
providing excellent opportunities to see young wildlife and predator-prey interactions.
Photographers particularly enjoy the green season for its dramatic skies and lush backdrops.

Unique Events
Additionally, specific regions have unique events worth timing your safari around. For instance,
in the Serengeti, you can witness the Mara River crossing from August through early October or
the wildebeest birthing season in February. In Botswana’s Okavango Delta, the annual flood
peaks between June and August, offering exceptional boating and mokoro (dugout canoe)
safaris. Each region’s climate and wildlife patterns dictate the optimal times for a safari, so it’s
essential to research your destination and prioritize what you most want to experience.

Ultimately, the best time for a safari depends on personal preferences and specific wildlife
interests. Whether it's witnessing the Great Migration, gorilla trekking, enjoying the lush
landscapes of the green season, or photographing young animals, each season offers unique
and memorable experiences. Consulting with safari experts and considering your desired
activities and sightings will help ensure your safari adventure is everything you hope for.



07www.globetrotterssafari.com

GLOBETROTTERS SAFARI       THE ULTIMATE AFRICAN SAFARI GUIDE      

An African safari is not just about witnessing
magnificent wildlife; it’s also an opportunity to

immerse yourself in the rich and diverse cultures of
the continent. By incorporating cultural highlights

into your safari itinerary, you can gain a deeper
understanding of the people and traditions that

shape the landscapes you explore.

Cultural Highlights One of the most rewarding ways to
incorporate cultural highlights into your
safari is by visiting local communities. Many
safari destinations are home to indigenous
groups with unique cultures and traditions.
For example, a visit to the Maasai villages in
Tanzania and Kenya offers a glimpse into
the life of the Maasai people, renowned for
their distinctive customs, dress, and way of
life. Participating in village tours, traditional
dances, and storytelling sessions provides a
respectful and immersivec ultural
experience.

Engage with Local Communities

Explore Traditional Markets
Exploring local markets and workshops is
another excellent way to connect with
African cultures. Ask you guide to take you
to local markets where artisans from
different tribes sell handmade crafts,
jewelry, textiles, and pottery. Engaging with
artisans not only supports local economies
but also allows you to learn about the
techniques and cultural significance behind
their creations. Workshops and
demonstrations offer hands-on experiences,
giving you the chance to try your hand at
traditional crafts under the guidance of
skilled artisans.Culinary Experiences 

Food is integral to any culture, and exploring
local cuisine adds a delightful dimension to your
safari experience. Many lodges and camps
feature traditional dishes, providing a taste of
local flavors. Enhance your culinary adventure by
visiting local restaurants or joining cooking
classes.

Incorporating cultural highlights into your
African safari enriches your journey, fostering
lasting memories and a deeper appreciation for
the diversity of African cultures. Whether
through community visits, markets, festivals,
historical sites, or culinary explorations, these
experiences offer a holistic understanding of
Africa's essence.
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Historical and Archeological Sites
Africa teems with historical and archaeological
sites that shed light on the tales of ancient
civilizations and colonial eras. Exploring these
sites can enrich your safari adventure with depth
and context. For instance, Olduvai Gorge in
Tanzania, often hailed as the cradle of mankind,
holds the remnants of some of the earliest human
beings ever found. Meanwhile, sites like the slave
museums and forts in Zanzibar and Ghana offer
poignant insights into the tragic era of the  slave
trade. Guided tours of these sites not only unveil
their historical significance but also reveal the
cultural narratives that have profoundly
influenced the development of these regions.

Wildlife Spotting Tips

Spotting wildlife on a safari can be an exhilarating experience, requiring patience, preparation,
and knowledge. Here are some steps to help you find the animals you're looking for:

Use an Expert Guide: Hiring an experienced guide is the best ways to ensure you see
animals. Guides intimately know the parks, interpret tracks, identify calls, and spot animals
that might go unnoticed. Engage with your guide, ask questions, and listen to their insights
to enrich your safari experience and increase your wildlife spotting success.

Start Early: Begin your day at dawn when possible. Many animals are most active during the
early morning and late afternoon, avoiding the midday heat. Early morning game drives
enhance your chances of encountering predators like lions and leopards, and witnessing
natural behaviors such as hunting or feeding.

Learn Animal Behaviors and Habitats: Understanding where and when to find animals
increases your chances of sightings. For instance, elephants are often near water sources
during dry seasons, while leopards prefer dense vegetation for stalking prey. Hiring a
knowledgeable guide ensures you are in the right places at the optimal times.

Practice Patience and Observation: Animals blend
into their surroundings, so moving slowly is key.
Use binoculars to scan the landscape and listen for
bird calls or rustling leaves, which can lead you to
hidden wildlife.

Minimize Noise and Movements: Loud noises and
sudden movements can scare animals away. Keep
your voice low and movements slow during walking
safaris or vehicle stops for intimate and less
intrusive observations.
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Photography Tips

Before embarking on your safari adventure, ensure
your camera gear is in top condition. Clean your
lenses, charge your batteries, and format your
memory cards. Consider bringing a telephoto lens
with a focal length of at least 200mm to capture
distant subjects up close. A sturdy tripod or
monopod can also be beneficial for stability,
especially when shooting with longer lenses or in 

Capturing stunning wildlife photographs in Africa requires skill, patience, and an understanding of both
photography techniques and animal behavior. If you are on a safari with a experienced guide they will help make

sure that you understand the animal behavior and that you are in the best place for good composition, lighting, and
framing.  

Here are some essential photography tips to help you capture memorable shots of African wildlife:

Equipment Preparation 

low light conditions. Additionally, talk with your safari guide beforehand to make sure that you
have bean bags and other equipment that you may need to ensure that you are set up ideally
for the best shots. Communication with your guide can provide valuable insights into the
specific conditions and opportunities for photography during your safari, allowing you to
optimize your gear and techniques for the best possible results.

Understanding Animal Behavior 
Understanding animal behavior is crucial for
anticipating and capturing captivating wildlife
shots. Take the time to observe and learn about the
animals you intend to photograph. Recognize signs
of agitation or relaxation, as well as typical
movement patterns. Patience is key; wait for the
right moment to capture natural behaviors such as
hunting, feeding, or interacting with other animals.

Composition & Framing
Compose your shots thoughtfully to create
visually compelling images. Utilize the rule of
thirds to place your subject off-center for a
more dynamic composition. Consider the
background and foreground elements to add
depth and context to your photos. Experiment
with different angles and perspectives to
capture unique viewpoints. When
photographing animals in motion, leave space
in the frame in the direction they are moving
to create a sense of movement and freedom.

Focus and Sharpness
Achieving sharp, in-focus images is essential
for wildlife photography. Use a fast shutter
speed to freeze motion and minimize camera
shake. Select the appropriate autofocus mode,
such as continuous autofocus (AI Servo or AF-
C), to track moving subjects accurately. Focus
on the animal's eyes—the window to their soul
—and ensure they are sharp. Consider using
back-button focus for greater control over
focusing and recomposing your shots.
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Documents & Money

Lighting Consideration
Lighting plays a crucial role in wildlife photography.
Aim to shoot during the golden hours—early morning
and late afternoon—when the light is soft and warm,
casting long shadows and adding a golden glow to
your subjects. Avoid harsh midday sunlight, which can
create harsh shadows and overexposed highlights.
Experiment with backlighting and side lighting to add
drama and dimension to your photos.

Patience & Respect
Wildlife photography requires patience, respect, and
ethical considerations. Approach animals with caution
and maintain a safe distance to avoid causing distress
or disruption to their natural behavior. Be mindful of
your impact on the environment and the animals'
welfare. Remember that wildlife encounters are
unpredictable, and not every moment will result in a
perfect shot. Embrace the experience and enjoy the
beauty of the natural world.

By applying these photography tips and techniques,
you can capture stunning images of African wildlife
that evoke the spirit and majesty of the continent's
diverse fauna. Remember to immerse yourself in the
moment, respect the animals and their habitats, and
savor the thrill of capturing fleeting moments in the
wild.

Packing Checklist
This comprehensive packing list ensures you are well-prepared for a comfortable, safe, and

enjoyable safari adventure. Check with your safari tour company about specific recommendations
for a particular area or time of year. Adjust the list according to the specific needs and duration of

your trip.

Passport: With at least six months of validity and necessary
visas.
Vaccination certificates: Such as yellow fever (if required -
Check with your tour operator and your travel doctor if this is
needed or required).
Travel insurance details: Including emergency contact
numbers.
Copies of important documents: Passport, insurance, and
itinerary.
Cash: In small denominations for tips and purchases (local
currency and US dollars).
Credit/debit cards: For larger expenses.
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Lightweight, breathable clothing : Neutral colors (beige, khaki, green) to blend with the
environment and avoid attracting insects. Do not wear black and darker blues as they attract
Tsetse flies.  
Long-sleeve shirts and pants: Protection from sun and insect bites.
Warm layers : Early mornings and evenings can be chilly (fleece jacket, sweater).
Waterproof jacket: For unexpected rain showers.
Shoes:  Comfortable walking shoes/boots that are suitable for hiking and walking safaris.
Also, an easy pair of slip-on shoes that can be easily removed while in the safari car. 
Wide-brimmed hat: Protection from the sun.
Swimwear: For lodges with pools or if visiting areas with swimming opportunities.
Socks: Both lightweight and warmer pairs for different conditions

Clothing

Accessories

Health & Hygiene

Binoculars: Essential for wildlife spotting, but check
with your safari company as many companies provide
them for their guests so that you don’t have to pack
your own.
Sunglasses: With UV protection.
Camera: With extra memory cards and batteries/
charger.
Water bottle: Refillable to stay hydrated.

Sunscreen: High SPF for sun protection.
Insect repellent : Preferably with a high concentration of
DEET to protect against mosquitoes and Tsetse flies.
Basic first aid kit: Band-aids, antiseptic wipes, pain
relievers, personal medications.
Hand sanitizer: For on-the-go cleanliness.
Wet wipes: Useful for freshening up.
Lip balm: With SPF.
Toiletries: Travel-size shampoo, conditioner, soap,
toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant.

Daypack: For carrying essentials during game drives and hikes.
Travel adapter: For charging electronic devices (check the local plug type).



Safari Etiquette: Follow the guidance of your safari guide
at all times. Remain in the vehicle unless permitted to exit,
as wildlife can be unpredictable and potentially dangerous.
Maintain a respectful distance from animals to avoid
disturbance. Avoid loud noises and sudden movements
that may startle wildlife.

Hydration and Food Safety: Stay hydrated by drinking
plenty of water throughout the day. Use a refillable water
bottle to minimize plastic waste and ensure a steady water
supply. Confirm with your lodge or camp about safe
drinking water availability. Practice safe food hygiene by
eating only in reputable establishments and avoiding raw
or undercooked foods.
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Environmental Awareness: Be aware of specific environmental conditions and hazards in the
region you are visiting. Protect yourself from biting insects by wearing neutral-colored
clothing and using insect repellent. Check with your safari operator about swimming safety to
avoid waterborne illnesses like bilharzia.

By taking these precautions and being well-prepared, you can enjoy your safari adventure
confidently while respecting the natural environment and ensuring your well-being.

Embarking on a safari is an exhilarating adventure, but ensuring your health and safety is crucial
for a fulfilling experience. Here are some essential health and safety tips to consider before and
during your safari:

Preparation and Vaccinations: Consult with your healthcare provider well in advance to
discuss necessary vaccinations and medications for diseases like yellow fever, hepatitis,
typhoid, and malaria prophylaxis. 

Purchase Travelers Insurance: Ensure you have comprehensive travel insurance that covers
medical emergencies and evacuation.

Packing Essentials: Pack essential health and safety items such as high SPF sunscreen, a
wide-brimmed hat, and sunglasses to protect against the African sun. Bring insect repellent
containing DEET to ward off mosquitoes and other biting insects. A basic first aid kit with
band-aids, antiseptic wipes, pain relievers, and personal medications is essential. Carry hand
sanitizer and wet wipes for hygiene in remote areas.

Health & Safety Tips
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Conservation is a fundamental aspect of the African safari experience, crucial for preserving the
continent's unique ecosystems and wildlife. To ensure these natural habitats thrive for future
generations, it's essential to adopt mindful conservation practices throughout your safari journey:

Choose Responsible Operators: Opt for tour operators and lodges committed to sustainable
practices. Look for initiatives like anti-poaching efforts, habitat restoration, and community
education programs that benefit both wildlife and local populations.

Follow Guidelines and Rules: Adhere to guidelines set by guides and park authorities to
minimize your impact. Maintain a safe distance from animals to avoid disruption, stay on
designated paths to prevent habitat damage, and carry out all waste to minimize
environmental impact.

Educate Yourself and Others : Learn about the wildlife and ecosystems you encounter.
Engage with knowledgeable guides who can provide insights into species behavior,
conservation challenges, and initiatives. Share this knowledge to raise awareness and support
broader conservation efforts.

Support Local Communities: Contribute to local economies by purchasing crafts, dining at
local restaurants, and participating in cultural activities. This support fosters community
engagement in conservation efforts, creating sustainable incentives for wildlife protection.

Donate to Conservation: Consider supporting local conservation organizations and schools
through donations. These contributions help fund critical initiatives such as anti-poaching
patrols, wildlife research, and educational programs, empowering communities to safeguard
their natural resources.

By integrating these conservation principles into your safari experience, you actively contribute
to the protection and sustainability of Africa's rich biodiversity. Your efforts play a vital role in
ensuring that these magnificent landscapes and their wildlife thrive well into the future.

Conservation Insights


